EXCURSION  TO  BETHLEHEM,
the stable of an inn, without some material
alterations in its construction; since, at the
present moment, it is difficult even for men to
descend into it, and cattle could not do so at
all, by any passage that I could perceive.'
Here, however, we were shown a cave, very
splendidly ornamented with a marble pavement,
recesses decorated with sculpture and painting,
and a double row of massy silver lamps of ex-
quisite workmanship, furnished by the patrons
of either sect who may share the possession of
the altars.    Among the paintings, a concert of
angels celebrating the birth of Jesus, seemed to
possess great merit; though there was something
strange to my eye, in observing one of these
angels, whose wings were expanded, seated on a
cloud with a huge violoncello between his legs,
and the bow in his right hand. Another, of the
eastern Magi adoring the Infant Saviour, and
angels bearing censers of incense,  was equally
beautiful*   Beneath this last is a marble altar,
ancl still below it, a semicircular recess, orna-
mented at the back with some fine sculpture, on
white marble, and hung around with large silver
lamps, kept, constantly burning.  Here is shown,
upon" the pavement, an inlaid star, which is said
to mark the spot of the Saviour's birth, and to lie
immediately underneath that point of the hea-
vens where ,the star of the east became fixed in